
A letter of reflection from the 
Chair of Trustees 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through Him. Colossians 3.17

Our spiritual journey to construct the new girls’ 
home started some ten years ago with the purchase 
of the plot of land in Pope Street, Bethany village. I 
clearly recall meeting Ibrahim A. Younan, a devout 
Christian architect based in Jerusalem, who was 
recommended and introduced to us by the Church 
in Jerusalem. It was through this introduction and the 
charity’s decision to engage Ibrahim as its architect, 
that the procurement of the necessary registration, 
licences and building permits as well as design and 
drawing of plans to facilitate the construction of the 
new home were secured.
 
When I stood with Ibrahim on that special day in 
2007, I watched as the “first cutting of the turf” began.
 
It was a wonderful experience as I saw the removal 
of 4000 cubic metres of rock.
 
The Lord has blessed and guided all that we have 
achieved through His unfailing love and guidance as 
we all have walked in faith and not by sight. As you will 
read in the construction report the home is nearing 
completion for the girls’ return in 2016. This could 
not have been possible if it had not been Christ’s 
devoted and united army of friends and supporters 
whose prayers and indefatigable fundraising and 
ongoing financial support have assisted the “friends” 
in their endeavours to help His children out in His 
Holy Land.  

As we are fast approaching Christmas, the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus  Christ, may we all shine as His 
light in assisting His children in need.

May you all be filled with the grace that allows us to 
know Him and walk in the blessings of a glorious life.

In Christ
Alan Anderson

Sundays  In all our work for children in the Holy 
Land, we praise our heavenly Father, when we 
walk by faith to fulfil  his wishes to provide an  
home for girls.

Mondays Give thanks for the Jeel Al Amal 
Boys’ Home and School; we also thank God for 
the excellent education it offers boys and pray 
for its cotinuance and flourishing.

Tuesdays Pray for the Lazarus Home for Girls 
in Bethany; for guidance in procuring staff to 
run the home.

Wednesdays We pray for the relocation of 
the present girls; and for their return to our 
buildings.

Construction Report

“Unless the Lord builds the House its Labourers 
build in Vain”.

As you will read in the treasurer’s report, it was late 
July 2015 when the charity eventually received an 
interim payment from the legacy of our late Sister 
in Christ, Joan Boulden. This together with your 
fantastic giving and a further grant from Interpal, 
enabled the charity to forward out an international 
transfer of funds to our architect in August 2015 to 
commence work in late September/early October 
2015. This would allow the placing of orders and 
the manufacturing of the necessary materials in 
readiness for contractors to return to the building 
site.  These funds were to further the outstanding 
work in our quest to relocate the girls into the new 
home.

With the Lord’s help we overcame all the delays, 
challenges and difficulties in our quest to visit the 
project in November 2015. Words cannot describe 
the overwhelming sense of achievement, joy and 
fulfilment at the sight of this amazing building. The 
words of the hymn ‘How Great Thou Art’ came 
flooding into all our heads as we were all physically 
moved by the amount of work that had been achieved 
in such a short space of time.
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Thursdays  We give thanks for all our supporters, 
old and  new;  and for their continued prayers 
and encouragement; and for further grants 
received through our partnerships, legacies 
bequeathed through supporters in their wills; 
and for ongoing fundraising by groups and 
individuals.

Fridays Pray for the long term future of the 
Home, owned and now run by the Friends in 
the UK; and we give thanks for the dedication 
and faithfulness of Ibrahim, our architect and 
representative on the spot.

Saturdays We pray for the clinic, kindergarten, 
and remedial centre which is an integral part of 
healing for the girls and the local community. 
For the peace witness of the Lazarus Homes.

Revd David Attfield

Prayers for the Homes and for peace in the Holy Land. They can be used as biddings 
in Church Services; for expansion into extemporary prayer; and as themes for 
meditation.
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Due to the high security risks we made an asserted 
effort to travel to the West Bank with our architect 
Ibrahim. It was during this site meeting we engaged 
with the appointed contractors and witnessed 
the following work that had been completed (see 
photographs) as well as the ongoing work that is in 
progress. This work is as follows:

The floor tiling to the ground floor entrance porch, 
lobby, and administration offices, corridors, doctors 
and nurses rooms within the clinic areas were 
nearing completion.

There had been the completion of all electrical and 
mechanical work, consisting of LED lighting, smoke 
detection and P.A. system to coincide with layout of 
the first floor.

All sanitary ware had been completed to the 
administration office and the formation of (2) toilets 
within the clinic/doctors area. 

Work will shortly commence on the laying of the 
tiles to the stairs cases and landing together with 
handrails connecting the ground and first floor areas 
within the next month.

Completion of the main electrical power board, 
lighting and smoke detection system.

The installation and connection of (4) solar power 
water heaters to roof area for the total hot water 
system.

The “Friends” have on-site approved the blue 
aluminium frame and the blue double glazed smoked 
safety glass for the atriums which at present being 
manufactured in readiness for installation within the 
next few weeks.
All the en-suite bedrooms rooms, living zones/
kitchen area and staff accommodation are all ready 
for occupation.

The installation of all doors frames and hardware is 
now complete. It is noted that the doors are finished 
with laminate for easy cleaning and maintenance.

Two apertures have been formed at the right and 
left flank walls to the entrance of the building. These 
apertures are approximately 3x4ft in size. One 
aperture will depict Christ raising Lazarus from the 
dead the other aperture will be a thanksgiving to all 
our supporters. The Designs will be discussed at the 
next trustees meeting.

The external front area of the building had been 
cleared and levelled in readiness for a disabled ramp 
and completion of steps handrails and landscaping/
parking.

Due to the high security risks one of our visits was 
made at dusk, we were delighted to see the building 
illuminated as part of our security policy and the 
perimeter walls and gates fully completed and 
operational. A big thank you goes to Interpal for their 
financial support in the completion of this necessary 
work. This visit also enabled the trustees to meet and 
thank the 24hr security staff who protect the building 
on our behalf.

The trustee’s approved the external signage, which 
will be sighted above the main front entrance door 
and to the side elevation, will be clearly viewed from 
the main highway. This signage will be illuminated 
with soft lighting and depicting the name ‘The Friends 
of the Lazarus Home’ in English and Arabic. This 
decision has been reached for the obvious reason of 
protecting the girls and does not draw attention the 
building being a girls’ home. 

It is anticipated that all internal work undertaken by 
the architect and contractors will be completed by 
the end of December 2015. This will then allow the 
building to be commissioned and a programme of 
relocation of the girls will be formulated, discussed 
and agreed with Social Services and associates prior 
to the girls’ return.

In Christ 
Alan Anderson

Our November 2015 Trip 
to Jerusalem

The trustees postponed trip eventually took place 
after severe delays due to fog and cancelled flights. 
Alan our Chair, Michael our vice Chair and myself 
as treasurer were about embarked on this much 
awaited trip to Jerusalem.

Our trip was shortened by the delays but we 
endeavoured to achieve as much as humanly 
possible during our brief stay.

Security was heightened after all the recent conflict 
and as advised we stayed in the Christian quarter of 
Jerusalem near to Jaffa Gate.

Our architect and representative Ibrahim drove us to 
visit the project in Bethany. Even then, proceeding 
through the checkpoints was challenging. Without 
Ibrahim we would not be able to achieve any 
movement to visit the project.

The building is magnificent - more than we could 
ever envisage. 
The Lord’s plans are always amazing but to see this 
home coming to fruition was simply a miracle.

Financial Report

Within my role as treasurer I have prepared, and 
successfully secured, a further grant from Interpal 
towards the cost of the atriums. This came as a result 
of the successful release of an Interim payment from 
the legacy of the Late Joan Boulden, bequeathed 
in March 2014, as well as your most fantastic 
and generous donations and fundraising. I have 
forwarded out the necessary International payments 
to further the construction work as displayed within 
this Christmas newsletter. 

At last year’s AGM it was unanimously agreed that 
the charity the ‘Friends of the Lazarus Home for 
Girls’ would make an application to register as a 
CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation). This 
decision was reached for the protection of the 
trustees and the charity’s assets, namely the new 
home in Bethany, and the opportunity of applying 
for International grants. I am delighted to inform 
you the Charity Commission granted registration in 
August 2015 with the new Registration N0-1163342.  
The trustees are at present working with the charity 
commission for the transfer of assets only namely the 
new building, our accountant Ron Joyce of Sadler 
Joyce Ltd is being kept informed of the progress.

PLEASE NOTE: 
The two charities Friends of Lazarus Home N0- 
105024 and Friends of Lazarus Home for Girls Ltd will 
run side by side this does not affect any donations 
or giving our banks remain the same. Two separate 
sets of accounts will be produced and forwarded 
to the Charity Commission. All the funds as normal 
will go to the girls and the Lazarus building project. 
Nothing changes other than the protection of the 
project its assets and the opportunity of applying for 
International grants.

Love in Jesus
Shirley Anderson 

Talks 

if your church or group would like a talk (no charge) 
on the Lazarus project please contact the registered 
office where we would be delighted to include you 
into our 2016 diary.

Prayers for the Homes and for peace in the Holy 
Land. They can be used as biddings in Church 
Services; for expansion into extemporary prayer; 
and as themes for meditation.

• Sylvia Austin

• Mrs Prodger

• Oxclose Church, Washington

• Mrs F Lawson

• St Thomas Church 

• Eddy Freeman

• Revd D Hankey

• Mrs N Allen

• Mrs J.M. Robinson

• St Philips & St James   

• St Marys Church, Ewell

• Mrs J Cummings

• Miss Helen Lockhart

• Robert Henderson

• Claire French

• Mr & Mrs Willis

The trustees would also extend to those who 
sponsor through our sponsorship scheme and to 
those supporters who give so generously but wish 
to remain anonymous a very big thank you for your 
loyal and continuous prayers and support.

Website: www.friendsoflazarushomeforgirls.org.uk

I am able to post all the latest news; you can also 
if you wish donate via Just Giving where you can 
submit a donation via payment or text.



We have witnessed all the spending from the 
fantastic part legacy, grants and ongoing fundraising/ 
donations met with the contractors and hopefully 
before the newsletter goes to press we can view 
photographs of completed outstanding work. We 
met with the design team at CATD and agreed 
external signage for the building.

A meeting was held with Fadwa A. Alshaar/Khawaja, 
civil society expert in Social Services who has the 
responsibility for all women’s and girls’ centres in 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. Discussion took place 
on the relocation of the girls and the necessary steps 
the charity had to conform with specialist associates 
for the wellbeing of the girl’s relocation. 

Fadwa informed the trustees the Lazarus girls were 
all well and looking forward to being relocated into 
the new building. 

Fadwa advised the trustees of tight security in the 
West Bank, as our planned visit would be severely 
under risk of being cancelled at short notice. 
However, Fadwa did suggest we visit a safer option 
of a home with orphaned girls in Jerusalem where 
many girls are in a similar position to the Lazarus 
girls.
 
Fadwa also advised the trustees that the situation 
for girls is now greater than we anticipated with 
numerous girls awaiting a safe home. All the girls 
were suffering from different levels of trauma. 

The outcome is that the need for this home is even 
greater than we can Imagine, with more girls needing 
a home than ever before. The clinic will become an 
integral part of the girls’ healing process as most are 
suffering from post stress syndrome depression and 
other related conditions.

The visit produced new links with important 
departments for the girls and a better understanding 
of what is needed when we commence the 
engagement of staff.

A schedule of soft furnishing and equipment is now 
being compiled with costings in readiness for the 
trustees to discuss the financial funding.

Although the trustees were bitterly disappointed at 
the cancelled visit it would have been unwise to go 
against security advice. The trustees are to further 
visit the girls early 2016 in the meantime we will keep 
contact with the social services on the relocation of 
the girls.

A vision for the future: meeting special needs of 
Palestinian children.

The chair was cordially invited by Rt Hon Stephen 
Timms MP to attend a seminar at Portcullis Building 
Westminster London.  The meeting was chaired by the 
Rt Hon Stephen Timms with speakers Tony Laurence 
CEO Medical Aid for Palestinians describing work 
with Palestinian children in the region.

Ibrahim Hewitt, Chairman of Interpal talked on 
Interpal’s role and activities and Chris Gunness 
UNRWA on the crisis facing Palestinian children and 
the promise of the Vision Project. 

Under discussion were access to quality education, 
recreation and psychological support, quality of life 
and access to healthcare.

An informal reception with the meeting of new 
associates was advantageous in connecting with 
potential contacts.

‘God has broken down the 
dividing wall’

St Thomas’s Church, Haymarket, Newcastle on 
Saturday September 19th 12-4pm extended to the 
Friends an invitation and an opportunity to attend 
and display their project in the west bank. They were 
joined by guest speaker Vincent Fean, former British 
consul for Jerusalem.   An assortment of workshops 
and discussion groups were held throughout the day 
leading up to a service of hope and reconciliation 
with Bishop Frank from Newcastle Diocese. The 
trustee’s extended to Joyce and Dorothy Sisterson 
their appreciation and gratitude their participation 
and support.



We are children of th
e promise we will �x our eyes on him our soul’s reward till the race is �nished and our work is done we walk in faith and not by sight, the promise of God.Truimphant In Christ

Witness to the Lords Blessings


